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l t I I the Yolkskongress movement is to serve as a 

springboard from which Communism will attain in Germany the goal 
already reached in Czechoslovakia and the other eastern "Peopled 
Democracies* 5 0 The Yolkskongress has a '’working body” of between 
three hundred and four hundred members of all parties which could 
form the basis of a German governments Such a government, which, of 
course, would appeal to the desire of the German people for unity, 
would not only find millions of supporters, but eventually might b® 
recognized by foreign powers as a provisional German government 0 
Thus, the true purpose of the Volkskongress is not simply to furnish 
a new disguise for the SED and to draw the CDU and the LDP of the 
Eastern Zone into a unity party, as is thought by some western ob- 
servers 0 A petition for a plebiscite on German unity is to be 
circulated throughout Germany. Large numbers are expected to sign 
the petition in the Russian Zone alone* 
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I LSSEUgE&J According to the census of 1946, the total popula- 

tion of the Soviet Zone was 17,332,907.) 


2 C - Otto Grotewohl stated that friendship pacts and economic agreement© 
with the eastern European states are essential to Germany and that 
the successful reconstruction of the Eastern Zone depends upon the 
conclusion of such alliances in the near future. The eastern 
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Comment s 


they we re"aqk» d ofNeues Deutpyhi objected when 

?5rb2Vi'S a crttiS2 oro^irLS ss? 

that 6 they° must ™?£ a ?? a "n to SED he a d <iuarters, but were told 
Ihlt « »S?d b?Jnfa ban. ) Very ° ne resoonsible «« ^1, aware 


. a |oonfirms that Heinrich Ran, Minister of Economic Planning 

in Brandenburg, will be appointed Chairman of the Russian 
Economic Commission. Fri^e *Selbmann will become director of all 

In MS™Lnr ln =' ’f? ieS - J" the ?eneral reshuffling”? plr^nlel 
imcortain po!i!tonl! raer ** Sre be wlti « 1 
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